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Brief history

12 Thyatira

Thyatira was famous for its dyeing and was a
centre of the indigo trade. Even today, Akhisar
has a reputation for the manufacturing of
scarlet cloth.
Among the ancient ruins of the city,
inscriptions have been found relating to the
guild of dyers in the city. Indeed, more guilds
are known in Thyatira than any other
contemporary city in the Roman province of
Asia. These inscriptions mention the following
guilds: wool-workers, linen-workers, makers of
outer garments, dyers, leather-workers,
tanners, potters, bakers, slave-dealers, and
bronze-smiths. The excavations of
archaeologists suggest that every skilled
worker was a member of the guild or union
and as such was expected to support his
association.

Names (also known as)
Akhisar (white castle) – the modern city
Greek: Pelopia (pre-BC 290), Semiramis,
Euhippa

Etymology
Strong’s: uncertain derivation
It was named Thyatira by king Seleucus I
Nicator in 290 BC. He was at war with
Lysimachus when he learned that his wife had
given birth to a daughter.
"thuateira" from Greek "θυγατήρ", "θυγατέρα"
(thugater, thugatera), meaning "daughter"

Location/Description
Thyatira is located on the river Lycus, 100
kms to the northeast of Smyrna, and
approximately 80 kms inland of the Aegean
Sea.

Thyatira was the least notable city of all the
seven cities of Asia to whom Christ wrote.
Historians record little of it in the 200 years
before AD 96.
It was fortified by the Greeks as a military
fortress because it stood in the Lycus Valley
which ran north and south joining the Hermus
and Caicas valleys. Losing its military
significance during Roman times it became a
large and prosperous commercial centre.

Scriptural references

The Truth in Thyatira

Old Testament
None

The circumstances which led to the formation
of the ecclesia in Thyatira are recorded in
Acts 16. The Apostle Paul, while preaching at
Philippi met Lydia who was from Thyatira.
Lydia was open and attentive to the words
that Paul spoke. Upon belief of those words
Lydia and her household were baptized. It is
most likely that Lydia took the Gospel back
with her to Thyatira, as we are not told of any
missionary visit to Thyatira. Lydia, along with
her household, established the core of the
ecclesia that grew in that city.

New Testament
Acts 16:14; Rev. 1:11; 2:18,24

Famous characters
Lydia
The Ecclesia in Thyatira
The Jezebel Class
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Unfortunately by the time of Revelation this
ecclesia would become known, not for the
godly Lydia, but for ‘that woman Jezebel’, who
was teaching God’s servants to commit
spiritual idolatry and fornication. There were
those in Thyatira who were persistently
working in the truth, their charity, service, faith
and patience were commended, and these
were increasing, in that their last works were
more than their first. However, these good
works did not excuse the eldership in Thyatira
for tolerating in fellowship a class styled, ‘that
woman Jezebel’. The faithful thought that they
could contain Jezebel’s wicked influence
within the ecclesia.
Christ lays out the progression of Jezebel’s
destructive influence, first as a prophetess,
teaching wrong doctrine, followed by
corruption in practice. The path that Jezebel
taught does not simply end with these, as the
Lord points out there would be judgment and
an eternal loss suffered by the ones who were
deceived by Jezebel’s work. By continuing to
tolerate Jezebel, more members were
deceived and carried away by her destructive
reasoning. The eldership in Thyatira were
instructed to bear up under the burden placed
on them by Christ and remove the errorists
who they had tolerated up until that point of
time.
In this emotional and sensational age, we can
be fooled into thinking that tolerance is love.
The fallacy of this reasoning is shown when
we consider the sad fate of those deceived by
Jezebel’s teaching. Godly love for our
brothers and sisters is shown by teaching
sound doctrine and by removing error from
our ecclesias.
“He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the
ecclesias.” – Rev. 2:29

Sources:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thyatira
Smith’s Bible Dictionary
The Apocalypse Epitomised, HP Mansfield
(Compilers – Jeff Cooper/Jim Cowie)

See page 3 for Bible marking notes on
Rev. 2:18-29
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